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pects to your view. Your generalizing mind will take
confidence in the industry of the honest man, and in the
resources of his sensibility, aided by experience and tal-
ents; though the misfortune of heavy taxes and the vi-
cious mode of assessment should necessarily be prolonged.

But, SIRE, were you obliged to accept that heavy
interest which Powers in debt are obliged to pay, as a
substitute for duties that, though destructive, are not
commutable, where would be the misfortune? What ad-
vantage might not result from treasures employed to obtain
the payment of interest by which monarchies the most
formidable are enfeebled? Wherefore not seize the means
which they themselves furnish at their own expense, no
longer to stand in awe of them ? Do not you perceive,
SIRE, that you would thus without danger make them
pay you tribute ? For the governments which might be
mad enough to wish to rob their creditors would be
unable, thanks to the general intercourse of trade.

It remains to inquire to whom you would confide labors
so difficult, yet so interesting. It is not for a stranger
to estimate the worth of your subjects. Yet, SIRE, is
there one whose talents are esteemed in France and
England, and him, therefore, I may venture to name.
Baron Knyphausen is well acquainted with men and
things, in those countries in which he has served, and
particularly with the system of the public funds.

But more especially, SIRE, summon the merchants.
Among them are most commonly found probity and
abilities. From them is derived the theory of order;
and without order what can be accomplished ? They are
in general men of moderation, divested of pomp, and
for that reason merit preference. Be persuaded, SIRE,
that the most enlightened, the most wise, and the most
humane of mankind, would depart from you were their
reward to consist in the vain decorations which titles
bestow. These cannot be accepted without trampling on
principles to which men are indebted for the glory of
having merited reward; nor without paying with con-
tempt the class they honor. The merchant who is
worthy of your confidence will dread making himself
guilty of such ingratitude toward his equals; and this isros-vsurd iniquity you will
